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THE IRISH IMMIGRATION EXPERIENCE
The Irish immigration experience began in an era where Ireland was facing difficult economical and agricultural challenges. That is, the immigration of the Irish into the United States began in 1846 on the shipboard in river Mersey due to the presence of the fungus that affected the potato crops in Ireland. The Irish population had drastically reduced due to death brought hunger and starvation. Due to their lack of money when they settled in America, they settled in the first cities that they arrived in.  it, therefore, led to overcrowding in homes, the spread of diseases due to lack of water, and the lack of effectively managed sewers. Due to their immigration into the United States in large numbers, there was an influx of unskilled immigrants into New York in the late 1850s, thus lowering the wages for the other workers at the low end of the salary ladder. Immigrants in the United States struggled for voting rights, effective education, equal treatment in workplaces, and increased discrimination (Garner, 2003). 
Therefore, the Irish immigration experience provides significance that marks it as a historical event. For instance, it showed how immigrants are forced to enter the workforce in the United States by taking low-status, and dangerous jobs that were avoided by everybody else to be able to earn a living. Moreover, the Irish Immigration experience shows how religious conflicts between the Irish and the Americans emerged, and how discrimination against the Irish people began. Furthermore, the Irish immigration experience showed how the Irish identity, influences, and opportunities were developed, nurtured, and supported within the United States of America. Besides, the Irish immigration Experience shows how mutual influence between the immigrants and the Americans was started. 
The effective research questions for effective comprehension of the Irish immigration experience involved the following; What were the reasons for the Irish immigration? What struggles did the Irish immigrants face while moving to the United States? How did the native inhabitants of the United States feel about the Irish immigration, and What factor ensured effective assimilation and acculturation of the Irish immigrants into the United States of America?  
The secondary research articles by (McMahon et al, 2002), and (Smith, 2004) were compared to comprehend the events during the Irish immigration experience. The article by (McMahon et al, 2002) argues that the first wave of Irish immigrants to move into the United States consisted of people raised in poor rural areas that depended on agriculture. Thus, due to the potato famine, and the increased possibility of starvation, they began their migration to the United States of America. The research by (Smith, 2004) discusses the influences and significance of Irish immigration to the British colonies. The article argues that immigration provided cheap labor, taming the wilderness of the United States, and ensured mutual influence of both nationalities.  Moreover, both articles argue that the immigrant population consisted of seventy-five percent Catholics, thus leading to the growth of Catholicism in the United States. The major difference is that while Smith discusses how the Irish socio-economic activities, values, beliefs, and religion determined how major cities in the United States were influenced, McMahon discusses how the Catholic culture and values shaped the self-image and identity of the Irish-American inhabitants in the United States. That is, it argues that the immigrants settled in industrial and transportation centers of the major cities of the United States. These articles are relevant in analyzing the Irish immigration event because they help answer the stated research questions. That is, they give reasons why the Irish migrated to major nations in Europe, give the struggles they faced during migration, the treatments they went through in the United States, and give important characteristics of the Irish culture that ensured effective acculturation of the Irish people into the United States. 
In conclusion, the immigration of the Irish people into the United States led to an increase in the number of unskilled immigrants in New York City. Thus, working in industrial areas and agricultural fields providing cheap labor, with poor working conditions. Moreover, important rights were denied, and discrimination by the Americans was high. Therefore, understanding the Irish immigration experience can help in comprehending how the relationship and interactions between the Americans and the Irish-Americans have developed and improved over the years. 
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